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Abstract
Unemploymenthasledtosuchseriousproblemsasarmedrobbery,kidnapping,drug
abuse,violenceandcrimewhichhavepsychologicalandeconomicconsequenceson
thenation.Therefore,thispaperattemptstodiscusstheconceptofunemploymentwith
aview tosuggestingwaysofsolvingorreducingitinthesociety.Inview ofthis,this
paperalsodiscussestheconceptofyouth,causesandeffectsofunemploymentas
wellas how vocationaland technicaleducation can be used as a toolto curb
unemploymentinthecountry.Thepaperrecommends,amongothers,thatstudents
shouldbeencouragedtotakeVTEsoastomakethem self-reliant.Inaddition,there
shouldbeprovisionofadequateresourcesbybothstateandfederalgovernmentsso
thatvocationalandtechnicalinstitutionscanachievethepurposeforwhichtheyare
established.
Keywords:Unemployment,youth,vocationalandtechnicaleducation.
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Introduction

Technicaleducationisdefinedastheacquisitionofpracticalskill,aswellas

scientificknowledgewhichwillbeofbenefitstothesocietyatlarge.Oginate(2010)

defined technicaleducation as the aspectofknowledge which involves special

manipulative skills,creative minds and attitude required to practice a profession

(occupation)forthebenefitoftheindividualandthesociety.InternationalLabour

Organization (ILO)(2002)viewed technicaleducation as a comprehensive term

referringtothoseaspectsoftheeducationalprocessinvolvinginadditiontogeneral

education,thestudyoftechnologiesandrelatedscienceandtheacquisitionofpractical

skills,attitudes,understandingandknowledgerelatingtooccupationinvarioussectors

oftheeconomyandsociallife.Today,thelargenumbersofout-of-schoolchildrenand

students and unemployed youthswith limited or no skills is an indicator of

underdevelopedTVET.ThisisworrisomebecausetheabilityofNigeriatorealizethe

visionofbecomingoneofthetwentylargesteconomiesintheworldliesonthe

capacitytotransform itsyouthintohighlyskilledandcompetentcitizenscapableof

competingglobally.

Therefore,Technicaland VocationalEducation needsto begiven adequate

attentionsitdeservesonlythenitwillbeabletoserveasanavenueforaddressing

social/economicsproblemscurrentlyfacingtheNigeria.Inviewoftheabove,thispaper

examinedtheconceptofyouth,unemployment,itscauseandconsequence,andthe

role of vocationaland technicaleducation as a way outof the problem of

unemploymentamongtheyouth.

TheYouth

According to Musari(2001),youthsarethepeopleaged between18-35 and

constituteabout40percentofthemorethan190millionpeopleinNigeria.They

accountforabout52.9percentoftheunemployedpeople.Osibanjo(2006)opinedthat

peoplewithintheagebracketof15-44yearsaccountfor94percentoftheunemployed

inNigeria.Thisisdisturbingconsideringthatyouthsarethegreatestassetsofany

nationandtheyoccupyaprominentplaceinanysociety.Theyareleadersoftomorrow

and theirenergies,inventiveness,characterand orientation define the pattern of
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developmentandsecurityofnation.Hence,thegiantstridesofanynationsaregreatly

dependentontheircreativetalentsandlabourpower.Anise(2010)describedthem in

anotherdimensionaspartoftherationalpopulationthatissensitive,energeticand

mostproductive,volatileandvulnerablesegmentofthepopulationintermsofsocial–

economic,emotionandotheraspects.

ConceptofUnemployment

Unemploymentisdescribedasthestatewhenapersonwhoisknowledgeable

andskilledinaparticularfieldofinterestcontinuouslygoesinsearchingforjoband

unabletofindit(Namah,2015).UnemploymentisanationwideepidemicinNigeriaasit

appearsnottohaveanycure.From statisticsabout24percentoftheNigeriapopulation

isunemployed.Presently,Nigeriahasmanypublicandprivatecollegesofeducation,

polytechnicsanduniversitiesthatgraduatestudentseveryyeartherebyfloodingof

graduatesintolabourmarket.Thishasledintojoblessnessandlow moralstandard.

ThishasbeenattributedtothefactthatmostNigeriagraduatesareexposedtotheory

byconcentratingonthereadingoftextbookswithoutcaringtoknowtheapplicationof

whattheyread.Asaresult,mostofthejobstheyapplyforarenotofferedbecausethey

lacktherequiredskills.Thisstateofaffairsleadsyoungpeopleinto indulgingin

differentformsofcrimesinNigeria,asthereseemstonothingelsetooccupytheirtime,

energyorprovideameansofincome.

Itisworthyofnotethattheneglectofvocationalandtechnicaleducationis

robbingthenationofthecontributionhergraduateswouldmaketotheeconomy.Inany

society,graduates of vocational and technical institutions are highly skilled

entrepreneurs,butthesocietydoesnotseem toencouragetheyouthtotakethis

route.Nigeriahascontinuedtoexperiencehighrateofpopulationgrowth.Thisincrease

inpopulationgrowthhasledtoanastronomicincreaseintheyouthpopulationthereby

resultinginanincreaseinthesizeoftheworkingagewhereasjobopportunitiesareso

limited(UNReport,1999).Theexcessivemigrationofyouthhasdepopulatedtherural

areas thus making the rate ofurbanization ofthe youth to have increased in

unemployment.McGrath (1999)in Daluba(2015)stated thatmostNigerian youths

seekingjobsdonotpossessskillsthatmatchtheneedanddemandofemployers.The



JournalofSchoolofEducation,KwaraStateCollegeofEducation(Technical),Lafiagi
3(1)Dec.,2022.

97

reasongivenisthatNigeriaeducationalsystem isliberallybiasedthusfloodingthe

labourmarketwithgraduateswhodonotpossesstheskillsrequiredbyemployer.In

supportofthis,Oladele,AkekeandOladujoye(2011)statethatmanygraduatesfrom

institutionsinNigerialackentrepreneurialskillstofacilitateself-employment.

Finally,unemploymentposesalotofrisksontheNigeriansocietyandthese

needstobetackledwithoutdelay.Someofthenotableeffectsofunemploymentare

increasedviolence,crime,drugabuse,poverty,psychologicalproblems,frustration,

depression,hostility,abduction,murder,armedrobberyandallmannersofcriminal

behaviours(Onkonkwo,2005).Crimearisesfrom unemploymentandthishasnegative

effectsontheeconomy.

RoleVocationalandTechnicalEducation

VocationandTechnicalEducationisanaspectofeducationthatisconcerned

with the acquisition ofskills and knowledge foremployable jobs (Ojidu,2014).

Technicaleducation deals with skilland scientific knowledge acquisition while

vocationaleducationistrainingprovidedtoindividualforaspecificvocationinindustry

orskillorientedestablishmentortradeorjob(Hornby,2005).Inanotherdimension,

vocationalandtechnicaleducationisanintegralcomponentoflifelonglearningandan

importantdeterminationofincomeandwealthcreationanddistribution.Olaitan(1996)

statedthatlackofvocationandtechnicalskillleadstounemploymentproblem inmost

countriesoftheworldincludingNigeria.Therefore,VocationalandTechnicalTeacher

Educationisaimedat:

i.Promotingtheproductionofskilledtechnicalandprofessionalmanpowertorevitalize

and sustain the economyofa given nation and thus reduce povertyand

unemploymentcases.

ii.Preparingindividualsforgainfulemployment

iii.Preparingindividualsforoccupationalfieldsandforeffectiveparticipationinthe

worldofwork.
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iv.Promoting environmentally sound,sustainable development and method of

alleviatingpoverty

AccordingtoOsuata(2004),vocationalandtechnicaleducationgivestraining

andimpartsnecessaryskillsleadingtotheproductionofindividualswhowillbeself-

employed.Inlinewiththis,NPE(2004)highlightedtheroleofvocationalandtechnical

educationasfollows:

1.Provisionofemployment

2.Alleviatingofpovertyasthevocationalandtechnicaleducationdevelopsindividual’s

skillwithincreasedproductivity

3.Productionofcompetentmanpowerwhoarecapableofdevelopingandutilizing

technologyfortheindustrialandeconomicdevelopmentofthecountry.

4.Reducingwastageofhumanlabouraspeoplewillbetrainedonlyforavailablejobs.

Insum,TVETprovideswideareaofspecializedworkskillsforouryouthto

engageinandfunctionoptimallyineconomicdevelopmentofthenation.TVEToffers

fivekeyprogrammedareasformanpowertraininganddevelopmenttoherrecipients:

AgriculturalEducation,BusinessEducation,ComputerEducation,AppliedArtEducation

andHomeEconomicsEducation.Hence,ifouryouthsarewelltrainedinallthetrade

areasmentionedabove,theywillbecomeemployersoflabourratherthanjobseekers.

Conclusion

UnemploymentamongtheyouthsconstitutesalotofproblemsinNigeriatoday

andposesalotofthreats.Thispaperhasthereforehighlightedtheroleofvocational

andtechnicaleducationinhelpingthedevelopmentofindividuals,thusimprovingtheir

employability.Inrelationtothat,adequateguidanceandconsellingshouldbegivento

theyouthontheimportantofvocationalandtechnicaleducationasthiswillhelpreduce

unemploymentandpovertyinthecountry.

Recommendations
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Thefollowingrecommendationsareproffered:

1.Federalgovernmentneedstoprioritizevocationaltrainingandskillsacquisitionin

ordertoreduceunemploymentandyouthrestivenessinthecountry.Thisshouldnotbe

alipservice.

2.Fundingofvocationalandtechnicaleducationbybothstateandfederalgovernments

shouldbeseparatedfrom thatofgeneraleducation.

3.Budgetaryallocationtovocationalandtechnicalinstitutions,institutesandcenters

shouldbeimproveduponbystateandfederalgovernments.

4.Vocationalandtechnicaleducationpersonnelshouldbesponsoredforseminars,

workshopsandconferencesasthiswillhelpthem toupdatetheirknowledgeand

skillsintheprogramme.

5.TheNationBoardforTechnicalEducation(NBTE)andvocationalandtechnical

educationteachersshouldtakeupcampaignformorefundsandshouldproject

theimageofvocationalandtechnicaleducationinthesociety.

6.Asapolicy,highschoolsineverylocalgovernmentareasshouldbemadetosetup

vocationalandtechnicalcenterswheretheyouthscouldlearnsometrades.

7.Governmentshouldimprovefundingthroughbudgetaryallocationinthiscritical

sectorandincreaseaccesstotechnicalandvocationaleducationfortheever-

growingyouths.Thiswillprovidetheyouthwithnecessaryskillsforjobsand

self-employment.

8.HighschoolstudentsinNigeriashouldbemadetogainknowledgeofworkplace

cultureandvaluealongwithgeneraleducationcompetency.Thiswouldprovide

them a variety ofskills to manage smallscale businesses and to gain

employmentaftergraduation.
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